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Introduction

This collection of Love Letters belonged to Iona Phelps and Harvey S. Gander.
They were saved by their daughter Jackie Gander Coon Deets. The first note an
invitation to a picnic was written to lona from Harvey in 1901. The letters
were written in 1908 and 1909, while Harvey was living near Cherry Box, Mis-
souri and Iona in Monroe City, Missouri

After Aunt Jackie’s death November 26, 2002 they were given to Donald &
Elizabeth Gander by Aunt Jackie’s daughters Carol Goetken and Robin Coon
to preserve and share with family members.

With electronic e-mail this type of hand written letters are a thing of the past.
How sad that future generation will not have the joy of reading and preserving
hand written letters.

It is with great pleasure that I take this opportunity to compile these letters in
book form for everyone to enjoy. The letters are filled with real affection and
show how life was 95 years ago. It is my hope that each of you who read these
letters will find them as treasures of a past generation.

Iona Hope Branch Phelps and Harvey Smithton Gander were married February
21,1909 in Monroe City, Missouri. Iona brought to this union a son, Herbert
Phelps born April 4, 1902. They took a train from Monroe City to Shelby
County, Missouri where they began their new life on a 40 acre farm, owned by
a free slave, Amanda Henderson. There were two houses connected by a short
board walk. Sometime probably in early 1911 they moved to the Perry place a
couple of miles from Leonard. In November of 1912 they moved to Happy
Hollow, in Marion County, Missouri.

Iona and Harvey had five children, Elsie Maude “Jackie”, Harvey Joe, Clifford
Robert, Edith Virginia, and Bruce Eldon. Harvey S. died January 4, 1968 and
Iona died November 12, 1976. They lived most of their married life in Happy
Hollow, Marion County, Missouri, where Harvey built their home in 1918.

Elizabeth Ketsenburg Gander
Palmyra, Missouri
April 2003







This is the first note written by Harvey S. Gander to lona

Branch.
It is an invitation asking lona to go with him to a picnic at

Philadelphia, Missouri in August of 1901.
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This note is signed Ida, and is most probably from lona’s Moth-
er Ida Frances Branch




</ IM.CZMGOJIL"« LA




7 11 . ,
. "w‘\;—h
This-sice for Corpespondence,
> - - o
b
F










Note: Ike is Harvey’s brother










Note: Fairy is lona’s sister
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Note: Sam is Iona’s brother
Mamma is lona’s mother, Ida Frances Branch
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